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Mission Statement
To increase access to health 
care for low-income uninsured 
members of our community 
by using a volunteer network 
of providers working in a 
coordinated fashion to create 
a compassionate, respectful, 
equitable, accountable and 
efficient program of necessary 
services for those in need.

Contact Information
Anchorage Project Access
1805 Academy Drive STE 102
Anchorage, AK 99507
Tel 907-339-8746
FAX 907-339-8710
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Brian Green PhD
Marcia Haggerty MD
Joe Josephson
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William McCray Jr. MD
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Rhene Merkouris MD
Tom Nighswander MD
Byron Perkins DO
Noel Rea
Barbara Symmes
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Staff Members
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Liz Burris
(907) 339-8779
Patient Care Coordinator
Marti Anne Gilman
(907) 339-8746

We are on the Web!

anchorageprojectaccess.org

Carrs/Safeway of Anchor-
age will provide pharma-
cy benefits for Anchorage 
Project Access patients.  
The plan was spearheaded 
by Ron Miller, RPh, re-
gional manager. A simi-
lar plan with Safeway in 
Spokane, Washington, has 
been serving patients for 
a year.  Spokane’s Project 
Access program features 
multiple pharmacy chains 
and individual proprietors 

and Anchorage may even-
tually follow this model.  
“The pharmacy benefit is 
the final link needed in 
the Project Access safety 
net and so now our prior-
ity turns to rapid screen-
ing of eligible patients 
and appropriate referral 
to volunteer services,” 
said epidemiologist Dr. 
Cathie Schumacher at a 
recent Anchorage Project 
Access Executive Com-

mittee meeting.  The $500 
per-year benefit provides 
prescriptions for a $5 co-
pay to patients enrolled 
in the pharmacy benefit.  
Patients are enrolled for 6 
months (primary care) or 
3 months (specialty care.)  
Patients referred from 
Anchorage Neighborhood 
Health Center will receive 
their medications at the 
Fairview site pharmacy.  

Pharmacy Benefit Added -
Ready for Rapid Enrollment of Patients

Enroll Patients Now!
Office staff, community agencies, providers and 
patients can call 339-8746 to start the enrollment 
process.  Enrollment criteria are: 1) income below 
200% of poverty (e.g., $24.5K individual, $50K 
family of four); 2) Anchorage residence; 3) lack of 
any possible health care coverage, and 4) medical 
need.  Availability of last year’s income tax return 
or monthly paycheck stubs speed the screening 
process because financial review is required.  Pa-
tients are issued ID cards  however, appointments 
are made only by Anchorage Project Access staff.

Board Convenes
The first quarterly meet-
ing of the Anchorage 
Project Access Board of 
Directors was held Feb-
ruary 27, 2006. Board 
members consist of:  pri-
mary care, midlevel and 
specialty care practitio-
ners; legal, accounting, 

non-profit and pastoral 
professionals; Anchorage 
and State Health Depart-
ment representatives, and 
hospital representatives. 
The mission, funding and 
organization of Anchor-
age Project Access was 
addressed.  Committees 

include executive, finance, 
clinical care, pharmacy 
and governance.  The 
next board meeting will 
be a retreat, scheduled 
for May 20, 2006.  Please 
contact any board mem-
ber for questions or input.

Sample Medical ID Card - Front

Sample Medical ID Card - Back
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Anchorage Project Access 
Patient Medical ID Card

Patient Name:  YYYYY
ID Number: 1200462798
Effective Dates: May 1-July 31,2006
Primay Care Physician: Dr. XXXX

Patient Responsibilities
Please thank your Health Care Provider

Anchorage Project Access is not insurance
No one is being paid for the care you receive
Please keep each appointment

Patient Signature __________________________

•
•
•

For help or information call
Anchorage Project Access (907) 339-8746

Send Claims to RBMS, PO Box 241569, Anchorage, AK 99526
POLICY GROUP #200
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THANK-YOU
Current Funders

Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority
Anchorage Project Access Board Members

Barbara Symmes
Dr. Marcia Haggerty

Denali Commission
Private Donations

Kirsten Anderson
Linda Boochever
Kathleen Dunn
Jacqueline Englund
S. Lynn Erwin
Jodi Forsland
Susan Jennings
Brigette Landry
Charlene Spadafore-Vassar
Shelli Stanton
Lois Watson

Providence Health System in Alaska
Rasmuson Foundation
United Way of Anchorage

In-Kind Donations and Support
BP
Carrs/Safeway
Christian Health Associates
Dr. Byron Perkins
The Foraker Group
Risk Benefit Management Services
United Way of Anchorage 

Community Partners
Alaska Department of Health and Social  

    Services, Commissioner’s Office
Alaska Family Medicine Residency
Alaska Regional Hospital
Alaska Nurse Practitioner Association
Alaska Primary Care Association
Anchorage Access to Health Care Coalition
Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center
Anchorage Medical Society
The Foraker Group
Municipality of Anchorage, Department 

     of Health and Human Services
Providence Health System of Alaska
United Way of Anchorage
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Thank you to the following in the medical profession that 
have seen Anchorage Project Access patients in our first 
three months of operation.  If we have left your business 
name off the list, please accept our apologies and contact 
Liz Burris, Project Manager at 339-8779.  Your business 
name will be included in the next publication of “The 
Colleague.”*

Advanced Medical Centers of Alaska 
Alaska Digestive & Liver 
Alaska Family Medicine Residency 
Alaska Heart Institute 
Alaska Radiology Associates
Alaska Regional Hospital
Alaska Regional Hospital Imaging Services
Anchorage Fracture & Orthopedic Clinic 
Blood Bank of Alaska
Cornerstone Clinic 
Denali Anesthesia
Denali OB-GYN Clinic 
Diagnostic Radiology
Dr. Robert Artwohl
Dr. Owen Bell
Dr. Michael Brandner
Dr. Colleen Coughlin
Dr. Steven Menaker
Dr. Grant Searles
Dr. Brian Sweeney, Jr.
Dr. Judith Whitcomb
Family Practice Associates 
Geneva Woods Ear, Nose & Throat Assoc. 
Internal Medicine Associates 
Neurological Consultants of Alaska 
Providence Anchorage Anesthesia Medical Group
Providence Hospital
Providence Imaging Center
Providence Wound Clinic

*Please note that only Anchorage Project 
Access staff can make appointments for Project 
Access patients. To refer a patient or schedule 

a patient appointment please call 339-8746.

Health Care Professionals


